
Newsletter July 2018 

Dear members of the Alliance Française, 

The French people have the reputation of beginning their hibernation each summer (sic) because of their very 
long “paid vacation”. Many businesses stop working, stores close, etc… Well, our Alliance Francaise does just 
the opposite: in July, activities abound. Beginners or fluent speakers, please take a look at our busy summer 
schedule which follows.  

However, beforehand, we have news which makes us all very proud: Stephen Smith, president of the Raleigh-
Durham-Chapel Hill Alliance Française, has just received two prestigious awards for his latest book, “La Ruée 
vers l’Europe”. Already a laureate in May for the 2018 Prix de la Revue des Deux Mondes, Stephen received 
the Prix du Livre Géopolitique from the hands of the French Secretary for Europe and Foreign Affairs in late 
June. Stephen Smith, professor at Duke University, has previously written a large number of publications, and 
his most recent book will soon be translated in English, we will keep you informed.  

We would like to thank all the members who attended the June 2 General Assembly of the Alliance. This 
meeting allowed us to get acquainted, to meet the team and the Conseil d’administration which introduced 
themselves personally, and to all of you to find out in detail the proposed different activities and classes for 
the year. The membership cards for the Alliance members were distributed. When you have the opportunity, 
stop by the Maison de France to retrieve yours. Mailing them to the membership would be too costly, our 
budget is still fragile, please accept our apology.  

Have you already visited the Raleigh Art Museum (NCMA)? Probably yes, and 
you saw everything in English. In French, it can be different! July12 at 10:30 am 
we propose a museum visit in French. Whatever your level, sign-up for the visit 
on our website.  

 

Also, taking a walk in nature does not generate the same impressions when in 
French or in English. Are you skeptical? Well then, join us for a French outing in 
Umstead Park on July 21 at 2:30 pm. Details are posted on our website.  

So, what about  July 14, “Bastille Day” as Americans like to 
say? Come celebrate the French national day in the garden of L’Ecole and The 
Alliance, beginning at 7:00 pm. Wear white clothes to respect the evening “dress 
code”. There will be a “bal” (dance) as in France. We will provide wine, beer, and 
even some pastis. Bring some dishes and desserts to share, and additional drinks, of 
course.  

 

As for our regularly scheduled activities, a list follows. All the details can be found on the Alliance website:  

• The Welcome Café, July 10 from 10:00 am at the Alliance. 



• The Book Club (Le Club de lecture), July 24 at 7:00 pm. The location will be announced when you sign-
up on the website. 

• The Cine-Club, July 18 in Cary: “Avis de Mistral” (My Summer in Provence – 2014) The time and 
location will be posted when you sign-up on the website. 

• The Speak Easy, July 15 at 3:00pm, at Sawasdee, 6204 Glenwood Ave, Raleigh. (Close to the Alliance).  

A last reminder: The photo exposition “Au Coeur de mai 68” will stay on display at the Alliance until the end of 
August. For those who missed the conference on Mai 68 in May, Helene Crie-Wiesner will repeat this 
presentation on September 27 at Duke University. Details will follow in the next newsletter… 

Join us at the Alliance on July 14, to drink and dance! We wish you an excellent summer.  

 

The team of the Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill Alliance Française 

 

P.S: As this newsletter is being redacted, we have just learned that Stephen Smith has just received a third 
award for his book “La Ruée vers L’Europe: la jeune Afrique en route pour le vieux continent”. This prize was 
awarded June 29 by the Académie française.  

 

 

To pin on your fridge 

 

 

Event Date Hour Place 

Quarter-final France vs Uruguay (FIFA World 
Cup) 

July 6th 10:00am l’Alliance 

Welcome Café July 10th 10:00am l’Alliance 

Musée d’art de Raleigh (NCMA) July 12th 10:30am NCMA 

Bastille Day  July 14th 7:00pm l’Alliance 

Speak Easy July 15th 3:00pm Sawasdee 

Cine-Club July 18th evening Cary 

French outing July 21st 2:30pm Umstead Park 

Book club July 24th 7:00pm  


